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TO THE REPUBLICANS OF THE ISLAND OF 
. GREAT BRITAIN. 





— 





Dorchester Gaol, May 12, 

CITIZENS, Year 3, of the Spanish Revolution. . 
I FOLLOW up the enquiry whether any thing that was ever 
called the British Constitution is worth our notice as an ex- 
ample or a standard by which we may or ought to Reform 
our present Government. [ noticed in my last, at the break- 
ing off, the introduction of the Scotchman (Jamie Stewart) 
to fill the vacancy on the throne occasioned by the death of 
Elizabeth Tudor, without leaving heirs male or female, 

[ am firmly of opinion that the first James Stewart was 
the best King who ever sat on the throne of England, sinee 
the days of Alfred, and that there wasymore real prosperity 
and happiness among the Peoplé¢ of England under his reign 
than before or since. He was decidedly averse to war, and 
as a proof that war is the game, the caprice, the whim and 
the pleasure of Kings, James kept the country free from it, 
aud the people flourished and were happy in its absence. 
There was one exception to their bappiness, and’ that arose 
entirely from the profligacy of the aristocracy. James, 
though a King, was but a weak and vain man, and had 
always his favourites who eould practise any kind of intrigue 
with him, for their own peculiar advantage; these not onl 
disturbed his Court, but, as they always have done, dis- 
graced the country. The murder of Sir Walter Raleigh, 
whose sentence had been suspended and he at liberty and 
voyaging to America for many years, the poisoning of Sir 
Thomas Overbury, and the insolence and Tteebadanee of 


the Duke of Buckingham, all display the corrupt state of the _ 


Court, the Aristocracy, and the Judges of that time. 
' James brought.a number of needy; ‘worthless and flatter- 
-ing followers from Scotland with him, and, as they expected, 
enrolled:them with the Englisi Aristocracy, but te avoid 
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giving too much offence to the old Eaglish Barons, he 
created the order of baronets, aud thus lessened the jealousy. 
that would have arisen from creating an extensive horde of 
Scotchmen into English Lords, &c. 

It was io this reign that the House of Commons first 
began to display a power independent of the King. James 
was haughty and wanted to reign as his progenitors had 
reigned, but the moment had arrived when the divine right 
and absolute power of Kings began to be questioned, and 
the members of the House of Commons, who then formed 
something like the representatives of the People of England, 
began to curtail the power and influence of the Crown, and 
the insolent Aristocracy, and to assert the rights and the 
powers of the People. ‘This was something new, in the 
annals of monarchy, and the otherwise naturally mild dis- 

osition of James was irritated into a sort of madness. 

here was also a disposition shewn in this reign to abolish 
Episcopacy, as the Scotch Reformers had done, but the 
King stood by the bishopsand exclaimed: ‘“‘ No Bisbop, no 
King.” ‘From this moment the’ decline of the English 
Monarchy and Episcopacy may be dated, for, although both 
were actually overturned in the next reign, they have but 
recovered themselves for a more effectual final overthrow. 

In this reign, and in the succeeding reign of Charles the 
First, there was evidently something like a representation of 
the People of England in the House of Commons; but te 
what did it lead? ‘To the overthrow of Monarchy and the 
Established Church, and this would inevitably be the case — 
again if ever the House of Commons be purified under a 
Monarchy, Aristocracy and Established Church.» It is a 
moral impossibility that a body so pure and powerful, as a 
. Teal House of Commons would be, should exist in conjunc- 
tion with so corrupt, and morally and naturally, so power- 
‘less.a body, as composes the Monarchy, Aristocracy and 
Established Priesthood of this country. What guarantee 
then do our constitutional puritans offer to those bodies from 
whom they solicit a Reform? And how can any man play 
the hypocrite, so far as to say that all would be well, aud 
that the King, Nobles and Priests would preserve all their 
present privileges and, distinctions with a real House of 
Commons? The King, Nobles and Priests. know better, 
sand they would be the most arrant fools, as_ privileged 
orders, if they were ever voluntarily to place themselves in 
the paws.of the lion, whom they have both hungered, 
muzzled, and enraged. That lion will most-assuredly limb 
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and destroy them when:ine feels the power. Let me not be 
considered as defending the existence and conduct of those 
privileged orders, no, far be this from me; my object is to 
display the evident dishonesty of the minds and professions 
of those persons who’talk about obtaining Radical Reform 
with the preservation of those privileged orders, and who, 
by propagating such a delusion, are doing a great deal of 
mischief and retarding the advance of real Liberty and Re- 
form. These persons are actually doing us more injury 
than the ‘privileged orders themselves, for they neutralize 
the effect of better principles, and whilst they profess attach- 
ment to those privileged orders, are treated with the most 
ineffable contempt in return by them, and are made the in- 
struments of defeating the progress of any and every kind of 
Reform, and laughed at for their bungling notions and con- 
duct: into the bargain. They bring the cause of Reform-into 
contempt by not proceeding upon sound principles, and con- 


tending for a complete Representative System of Govern-’ 


ment, centred in one body, over which there shall be no 
checks, and which shall periodically be reduced to an ex- 
press likeness of the whole-People. 

It is not necessary that I detail what occurred during the 
reign of Charles the First, that part of the History of Eng- 
land I hope is well known to all who read the Republican, 
and respecting what was called the Commonwealth of 
Kngland, it. will suffice that | say, Cromwell the despot, 
though not a King in name, was conscious that he could not 


hold his desired authority in conjunction with a real House. 


of Commons, so he allowed none even to share, or to have 
the opportunity of disputing his powers. 

The reign of Charles the Second was a reign of contention 
between King and Parliament, although Kings had by that 
time learnt the necessity of corrupting the Parliament so as 
to meet their royal purposes; and it was more than suspect- 
ed that many of the members of the Parliament were pen- 
sioned by the King of France and other governments. The 
reign of Charles the Second was a great disgrace to the 
country. There was nothing pure in King, Lords, or Com- 
mons, in Parliament assembled in that reign, All was cor- 
ruption and licentiousness of manners, without any thing of 
a union between the parties themselves, and thus matters 
went on until James the Second was expelled from. the 
throne and the country, and the Dutchman, his son inlaw, 
brought to the throne in his stead, | 
Up to this period, I. presume, nothing can be found as a 
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ferm of government on which the British Constitutiovalists 
can rest for a moment. There was not the least resem- 
blance of what now constitutes a ‘constitution in Spain or 
America in any of the reigns mentioned, though this brings 
us down to the period of the much boasted revolution of 

1688. If there be any thing misstated here, or any thing 
neglected which these constitutionalists wish to fix on as an 
example, let any of them remind me of it, and I will fairly 
canvass the matter. It was not a Parliament that expelled 
James the Second, it was an offended Aristocracy, and the 
Parliament that beheaded Charles was not pure enough even 
to preserve its own powers and constitution. 

- If ever there was any thing like a real House of Com- 
mons in this country, it was during the reign of the Stuarts ; 
for in no other period of English History was ever the 
House of Commonsa check or controul upon the corrupt in- 
fluence of the Crown and Aristocracy. The Stuarts avoided 
meeting the House of Commons as far as they possibly 
could, but they never met it without feeling its force and in- 
fluence, which has never been the case since what has been 
called the glorious revolution, or the expulsion of the male 
line of the Stuarts. There would have been revolutions 
again and again since that period, if the House of Commons 
had not been corrupted to a resemblance of the King and 
Aristocracy instead of being a resemblance of the People. 
The history of the Stuarts proclaims the fact, that, REPRE- 
SENTATION OF THE PEOPLE, AND HEREDITARY RIGHT CAN 
NEVER CO-EXIST. ‘They are two opposite principles, and the 
one must naturally destroy the other. The history of the 
Guelphs proclaims the same fact, for they would not have 
existed with any but a corrupt House of Commons; nor is. 
it probable that they will ever trust themselves to any other. 
It svill be but candid to say that the. Guelpbs did not alto- 
gether create the corruptions of the House of Commons, but 
found them ready done to their hands. It is not a jot more 
corrupt now than it. was a century ago. 

But the argument of the talkers about the British Consti- 
tution is, that a form of government consisting of King, 
Lords and Commons, in a state of purity, is the best form 
that can be devised. In a state of purity? This is the rub. 
Did they ever, can they ever, co-exist ina state of purity? 
If the House of Commons was in a state of purity what 
need would there be of keeping checks over its every ac- 
tion? - In any and in every view of the matter the heredithey 
bodies are perfectly useless, and instead of being necessary 
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as checks upon a pure House of Commons they must na- 
turally clog and corrupt it, and if the House of Commons be 
not pure it is worse than useless. Ever since the Guelphs 
have been on the throne there has been one settled scheme 
of corruption with regard to the House of Commons. I do 
not say that the first Guelph was the cause of it—it was be- 
gun in the reign of the Dutch usurper, William the Prince of 
Orange, and brought to a climax by Sir Robert Walpole in 
the reign of George the Second. Doubtless there were 
some of the members of the House Commons bribed and 
corrupted under the reigns of the Stuarts, but not with the 
same view and upon the same principle as at present. 
There was no settled scheme to have majorities in every 
question that concerned the Ministers. Castlereagh can 
count the number and force of his regiment as effectually as 
a colonel,of an actual regiment of soldiers. The first regi- 
ment is hired to impose, the second to enforce a compliance 
with a tyrannical imposition of taxes. Castlereagh is the 
real Commander-in-Chief of the whole host of Corruption. 

It is not necessary that [ here make any distinction be- 
tween the several reigns since what is falsely called the 
Glorious Revolution of 1688. They bave been uniform in 
their object aud effect, and their system: has been now ex- 
_ tended to such an extremity as inevitably to destroy itself. 
It cannot exist seven years longer; and’as many months 
may bring it to a close. There has been a uniform increase 
of debt and taxes since the Dutch usurper, William, sat 
himself down at Whitehall, and a uniform abridgment of 
the liberties of the people as distress has driven them to dis- 
satisfaction and disaffection to the Government. ‘The ob- 
ject of the Monarchy has been to introduce the German 
System of Absolute Power, but it will be defeated, more by 
its own rash imprudence and improvident character, the 
effects of revolutions in other countries, than by any real 
opposition on the part of Englishmen themselves. 

Where, then, are we to look for the purity of the British 
Constitution? Where will: our *Constitutional Puritans 
direct our attention for an example ? Nowhere can’ they 
find it in the history of England; and they will do more 
good to be silent than to propagate their false and deceitful 
lore about restoring the purity of the British Constitutien. 
about restoring what never had existence! | 

There was never any thing like a pure House of Commons 
in this country but it led to a change of the Monarch, and 
such must inevitably be the case‘again, so long as an inso- 
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lent Aristocracy exists with an hereditary right to legislate, 
or to reduce all legislation to the standard of their corrupt 
minds and perverted reasons. 

_ Republicans, be it our duty to seek a Representative Sys- 
tem of Government, a House of Commons that shall exist 
in manhood, and not be continually in the leading-strings of 
Monarcby and Aristocracy. Let us leok at the body of 
industrious people as the only supreme power, as possessing 
the only hereditary right to legislate and to rule for them- 
selves and not for others; let us silence those prattling old 
women, who, with so much mock modesty and sham vir- 
tue, talk about restoring that which never existed in the 
British Constitution; and, above all things, let us determine 
to think, to speak, to judge, and to act for ourselves, and no 
longer leave these important duties to be performed by 
proxy. 

R. CARLILE. 
> 








PROCEEDINGS OF A PUBLIC MEETING 


HELD PURSUANT TO THE FOLLOWING NOTICE. 





“ LIBERTY OF THE PRESS AND FREE DISCUSSION. 


“ A Public Meeting will be held in a large Room, opposite the Spread Eagle, 
Meadow Lane, on Monday, March 18, 1822, for the purpose of taking into con- 
sideration the best means of supporting the Liberty of the Press and Free Dis- 
cussion against the unjust Restrictions imposed, and the unparalleled Prosecu- 
tions heaped, on those who advocate the Principles of Liberty. 

** And to take into consideration the unmerited treatment of Mr. Carlile, his 
Wife, and Sister, who are all suffering unjust Confinement, on acccunt of sup- 
porting the Liberty of the Press: and for the purpose of devising the most effec- 
tual means of enabling them to pay the enormous Fines imposed upon them. 

“ The attention of the Female Friends of Liberty is particularly called to the 
resent perilous situation of Mrs. Carlile, who has been sentenced to Two Years 
mprisonment, on account of obedience to-her Husband, and though she is now 

far advanced in a state of Pregnancy, her situation is rendered more dangerous, 
by being subjected to unjust Confinement. 

“ Subscriptions will be received at the Place of Meeting. The Chair to be 
taken precisely at Eight o’Clock.—Leeds, March 12, 1822.” 


Mr, W. BYERLEY was unanimously called to the Chair, 


And addressed the Meeting at some length in favour of Public Liberty, and 
strongly urged the necessity of supporting Mr. Carlile, in order that he might be 
able to meet the enormous fines imposed upon him and his family. 

J. Braysuaw spoke to the following effect :—Gentlemen, The subject of Free 
Discussion is by all parties allowed to be of great importance, and the Liberty of 
the Press is praised even by the most abject slaves amongst the Whigs and Tories. 

But in what way do they wish for Free Discussion and the Liberty of the Press ? 
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They all wish to have it placed under some restraints ; they all wish to have 
liberty to say and write whatever they think proper themselves, but they wish no 
man to be at liberty to dispute their assertions. The liberty I advocate is entirely 
of a different kind, it is founded upon the principle of allowing every one the 
same ay 6 in declaring his sentiments that I wish to enjoy myself. I wish to 
have the liberty of examining every thing; and I wish to have the liberty of call- 
ing in question every thing which I consider to be doubtful. I wish to examine 
every thing which relates to the happiness of our species without restraint, and to 
communicate the result of my examinations to the public. I consider that dis- 
cussion Ought to be perfectly free, and that the Press ought to suffer no restraint 
whatever mm matters of opinion, nor indeed in any matter whatever except the 
restraining of personal slander. The degree of liberty which I now advocate is 
greater than the sectarian, or those who have exclusive interests to support, will 
ever be willing to allow ; but I trust I shall be able to shew that it is necessary 
for the purpose of promoting the moral improvement of man, and securing his 
ultimate happiness. I am aware that those who live by supporting any particular 
set of opinions will raise a cry, that if this degree of liberty be allowed, men may 
attack the most sacred-institutions, and overthrow opinions which have been che- 
rished for ages. This I am willing to allow may be the consequence, but I have 
yet to lefirn that it would be an evil. When we take into consideration the va-* 
riety of opinions maintained by different individuals, and that these opinions are 
many of them in direct contradiction to one another, we are certain that the 
greatest part if not the whole of them must be false. Who, then, shall determine 
which are true and which are false, or who can be justified, under present circum- 
stances, in saying, this opinion or that opinion shall not be attacked? Opinions 
are the result of the circumstances in which individuals are placed, they depend 
upon the knowledge that we possess ; and the opinion which to one appears sa- 
cred and even absolutely necessary for his happiness, will to another appear to be 
absurd and to be injurious to the happiness of mankind, Some, for instance, 
suppose that what is generally termed religion is the principal source of happi- 
ness ; whilst, on the other hand, it ‘appears to me highly probable that every sys- 
tem of religion must be exploded in order to make way for establighing the per- 
manent happiness of mankind. Our knowledge is but yet in its infancy, and we 
are certain that amongst the vast number of conflicting opinions, many of them 
must be false, When the circumstances of any person are such as to produce 
erroneous opinions, a fair statement of the arguments which may be urged against 
them is the only proper mode of correcting his errors : force of every description, 
except the force of argument, is more likely to establish error than to convince 
any individual of his errors. Truth can only be established My such an examina- 
tion of the subject to which it refers, as shall leave no possibility of error im any 
particular; and when the truth of any subject is thus established, the labours of 
any individual to make it appear false must be unavailing, and his exertions can 
never overthrow it. The importance of Free Discussion and the perfect Liberty 
of the Press will, I trust, be sufficiently evident to every one present. 1 shall 
now briefly call your attention to that part of the object of our meeting which re- 
lates particularly to Mr. Carlile. The confinement that himself, his Wife, and 
Sister, are now suffering, and the fines that have been imposed upon them on ac- 
count of publishing matters of opinion, are well known, I need not detail the 
dauntless manner in which he has continued his exertions against tyranny and de- 
Jusion even when immured within the walls of a Prison. The manner In which 
Mr. Carlile and his Wife and Sister are treated I shall not attempt to describe— 
the circumstance of their being excluded from the sight of their friends speaks 
sufficient, Who, 1 would ask, are. the persons who thus take upon them to inflict 
punishment upon individuals qa account of, publishing matters of opinion? If 
we are to believe information which comes from one who is very likely to know, 
his persecutors are the Nobility and the dignified Clergy of the land. Yes, the 
Clergy, of all others! those dignified impostors, who live in idleness and luxury 
by deluding mankind! That herde of impostors, who shew in. the collection of 
tythes, -that they do not believe that three and one are the same number, amy 
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more than they believe that God has a Son as old as himself: yet they have no 
‘objection to teach both those absurdities to fools, providing they can get a good 
living by it. Priests in all ages, and in all countries, have uniformly been the 
enemies of the human race ; they have always formed a secret association with an 
interest opposed to the general interests of mankind ; they have deluded mankind 
with the hopes of another life where all their wrongs should be redressed, in 
order that they might draw the people’s attention. from the happiness which is 
capable of being procured in this. That an individual who thus has to contend 
with the most corrupt body that ever disgraced society, ought to be supported by 
all who wish for the improvement of man, cannot possibly be disputed. The 
Leo is, How are we to.act in order to give him the most effectual support ? 
at his punishment is unjust there can be no doubt ; shall we, then, petition the 
House of Commons to interfere in order to get his imprisonment and his fines re- 
mitted ? To this I have decided objections, because Mr. Carlile’s punishment is 
part of it owing to attacking the corruptions by which they obtain their seats, 
consequently, it would be like petitioning them to pass a sentence of condemna- 
tion upon themselves. Besides this, I consider that when that House is not 
chosen by the people, to petition it is to acknowledge the existence of a House of 
Legislature which has no existence. Where the Legislative Body is not chosen 
by the people, whatever form the Government may bear, it is nothing but a Des- 
potism. Shall we, then, petition the House of Lords? In-my opinion, every 
Objection I have brought against the Commons is applicable to this House ;- be- 
sides that, the Members of this House may be considered as his direct perse- 
cators, being the Nobility, and, above all, the Bishops. Shall we, then, petition 
the King? If we are to act the slavish part of petitioning, 1 acknowledge that in 
a Military Despotism it is best to petition the Chief Despot. But I object to 
petitiening him, because it is unreasonable to expect that a Tyrant should shew 
mercy to one who endeavours to enlighten munkind, Then, in my opinion, no 
good can arise’ from the farce of petitioning. If we would support Mr. Carlile, 
and through him our own liberty, we must depend upon our own exertions, and 
do the best We can by giving circulation to his Works, and by rendering that 
pecuniary assiStance which is necessary to combat the common enemy. ) 
Mr. J. Watson then addressed the Meeting as follows :—Mr. Chairman and 
Gentlemen, After the very luminous and impressive speeches which you have 
heard from my friends who have preceded me, it is not necessary that I should 
occupy much of your time, but the mvtto at the head of our bill is of so powerful 
and weighty a nature, that I could not suffer it to pass by insilence. The Liberty 
of the Press is certainly one of the greatest bulwarks in the defence of Freedom 
that ever was discovered ; it may justly be entitled the Saviour of mankind ; it is 
one of the greatest engines for the destruction of ignorance, and one of the best 
for the extension of knowledge ; it shews truth in its native dignity, and spreads 
a lasting portion on the human race. Need we wonder at the intentions of ty- 
rants who combine for its destruction? No, Gentlemen, it is this, and this alone, 
that wafts wisdom through a thousand channels, dissipates the impostures of 
tyrants, and raises such a phalanx in its own defence, as. makes the despots trem- 
ble. Kings and Priests unite for the most diabolical purposes, and shall we, who 
wish to expand and propagate sound principles in the numan mind, see ourselves 
wrested of this powerful ally (the Press) without one effort to curb the tyrants’ 
power? No! we will wrest this engine from*their lawless grasp and place it in 
that superior station which it is so justly entitled to. If we are to pay homage, 
we will pay it to that which procures to man the greatest sharé of happiness— the 
Liberty of the Press. Gentlemen, the next thing that strikes our eye is a privi- 
Jege not less valuable, the liberty of Free Discussion ; it is by this and this alone 
that we shall be, and have been able to discern Freedom from Slavery, and Rea- 
son and Philosophy from Superstition and Bigotry—the demonstrable arguments 
of Philosophers from the imposition and fraud of Priests. Let us powerfully 
unite for its protection, for though the conflict be arduous, the victory will be more 
glorious. Free Discussion, combined with the Liberty of the Press, will utterly 
banish ignorance ; and to ignorance may be attributed every evil with which man- 
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kind is afficted. Why are our cars disgusted with the name of tyrant and slave 7 
To a want of knowledge it may be attributed, for where is the man that durst im- 
pose upon his fellow-men if they were alike wise, and the wisdom can only be 

‘attained by discussion ; it utterly exterminates falsehood and lets truth shine im 
4ts wonted vigour. We see the dreadful effects of ignorance by the present un- 
happy measures which distract Ireland. Gentlemen, it must be obvious to you 
and to every reflecting mind, that the Liberty of the Press and Free Discussion 
are two of the most powerful barriers in the defence of Freedom with which we 
are acquainted, and I would ask you who has been the most firm and the most 
consistent defender of those privileges? Gentlemen, that man is Richard Carlile, 
he has stood in the foremost rank in opposing the inroads which the Political and 
Religious Despots of our country are making wpon our liberty, He has made a 
breach in the strong holds of our enemies, and it is our interest as well as our dut 
to give him that aid necessary to its entire demolition, The next question I shall 
calf your attention to is that of Mrs. Carlile, one of the most intrepid females 
which history can boast of, who for her honesty and industry has been subjected 
to the merciless vengeance of a horde of unfeeling monsters, incarcerated within 
the walls of a gloomy Prison, for the term of Two Years, merely for acting under 
the controul of her husband, and that of obtaining subsistence for her children ; 
with a Sister confined within the walls of the same Bastile for advocating the cause 
of Liberty and Free Discussion. Shall we suffer Injustice to triumph over Jus- 
tice, Vice over Virtue, and the honest advocates of Liberty to want the common 
necessaries of life? No, Gentlemen, we wil! not suffer such infamy to pass unno- 
ticed, but will give them that pecaniary support which our cireumstances will ad- 
mit; for in sapporting the case of Mr. Cariile we are giving our support to the 
Liberty of the Press and Free Discussion. 


(To be continued.) 








AN ADDRESS TO ALL THOSE WHO CALL THEMSELVES 
REFORMERS, PARTICULARLY TO A FEW OF THE 
LEADING CHARACTERS. 


‘“« Take care that ye fall not out by the way.” 





My Frienps ano Fen.Low-Citizens, 
I presuMR to address you on a most important subject, a subject 
thas is of the greatest moment, both to yourselves and to posterity. 
I need not inform you of the oppression that you labour under, nor 
of the unjust privations that many of you have experienced, but 
shali.endeavour to point out the causes that have begotten these la- 
mentable effects. _ First, then, you will bear in mind, that it has ever 
been the political craft of all corrupt. and unjust Governments to 
keep the people at variance one with another. Some Governments 
hawe taken one plan and some another: but the leaders of our State 
have taken various methods ; they have told us and our forefathers, 
that the Government of our land was the wonder and admiration of 
ali surrounding nations, and that the privileges that we enjoy were 
of the most inestimable nature—that they allowed all men to wor- 
ship their Maker as they pleased. Well, this must be very. grand 
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indeed! But for what purpose, think you, did the Church and 
State of this land permit the people to worship as they pleased? 1 
will tell you; it was done for no other purpose but to keep the peo- 
ple in arguments and broils about religion, in order that they might 
rob them without any trouble, that they might live in ease, luxury, 
and extravagance, upon the fruits of their labour ; and, | am sorry 
to say, that their woeful schemes have succeeded but too well. At 
the time of what they call the Reformation they (the Church and 
State) drew a circle, and within the bounds of that circle the people 
might fight, might argue, and-destroy themselves in broils: but, 
mark well, if any one had the honesty and boldness to stride over 
that circle, he was immediately taken hold of and lodged in a dun- 
- geon fora term of years. The reason is obvious why they do this, 
because they know, that ifsuc h are allowed to take such liberties, 
they will admonish others to do the same, by which means, the fraud 
and imposition of Priests would soon fall into genera! contempt. 
Wher I look back for the last thirty years, and see how people 
are enlightened in the political state of the nation now to what they 
were at the commencement of that period, I cannot but conclude, 
that the time is not far distant when tyrants shall be hurled from 
their seats. But, on the other hand, when I still see that foul and 
ugly witch, Superstition, smiling upon the lap of Ignorance, when 
i see her still keeping her residence in the breasts of good men, 
and that to a pitch of persecution in some of our leading characters, 
I am lost in wonder and astonishment, and am almost ready to ex- 
claim, that her chains and her bolts are so strong that they will 
never be broken, But, however, powerful as lier chains are a 
the human mind, | will endeavour to undermine her; 1 will endea- 
vour to search her to the very bottom; I will strip her naked and ex- 
pose her to open view, for she hath destroyed the comely character 
of Human Nature and Health, fertilized the earth with the blood of 
millions, and still she stalks abroad through-the earth and invades 
the breasts of some of our good men! Time will not permit to fol- 
low her through the different nations of the earth, and as such, I 
shall confine myself only to what is called the Christian world, 
First, then, in order to expose that deadly monster, Superstition, in 
the Christian world, we should begin with the contemplation of that 
Power that rules and governs the universe, and by so doing, we shall 
make the utmost use of human reason and combine it with demon- 
strable facts. Now, Reader, whoever thou art, I appeal to thy 
senses, to thy reason, and to visible demonstration, to witness the 
truths that I am about to advance. I say, then, that something 
must have existed from eternity, for since something now is, some- 
thing always was, or else the things that now are must have sprung 
from nothing, without any original cause; as plain a contradiction, 
both in terms and ideas, as ever presented itself to the mind of man. 
It is equally possible that nothing never should have existed, as 
that there should have been a time when nothing did exist. And 
from this it necessarily follows, that some one unchangeable Being 


























THE REPUBLICAN. 619 


hath existed, without cause, without beginning, eternal and self-ex~ 
istent; and this eternal and self-existent Being, man, in the English 
language, calls Giod, Well, from this, what do the Christian Clergy 
tell us, or what is the foundation of the Christian faith? (Now, 
Superstition, beware of thyself!) The foundation of the Christian 
system is as follows : that God existed from eternity without doing 
any thing ; and, at length, about five or six thousand years ago, he 
took it into his mind to make this earth, with the sun, moon, and 
stars. That after he had completed the earth, and furnished it with 
animals of various kinds, he, last of all, made a man and a woman, 
and placed them in a delightful garden, and told them to take choice 
of every thing there excepting the fruit of a tree in the midst of the 
garden ; that he told them they must not eat of, or touch it, for if 
they did, they should surely die: that they did eat of it by the in- 
sinuations of a serpent that introduced itself into the garden, and 
that in consequence of this disobedient act, they ruined all mankind. 
That God seeing this breach that man had made in his creation, 
prepared a remedy for that breach, that the serpent being the first 
aggressor, God declared that the seed of the woman should bruise 
the serpent’s head and destroy both him and his infernal power; 
that this seed of the woman is nothing more nor less than the man 
Christ Jesus ; and they say, that in order that this serpent and his 
power should be finally destroyed, the Great Author of Nature was 
under a necessity of giving up his Son to die an ignominious death 
upon across, in order that he might fully repair the breach that 
Adam, the first man, had made by his fall, 

Yet, notwithstanding the uncontroulable power of the Great Go- 
vernor of the uniyerse ; and notwithstanding the remedy that he, in 
mercy and goodness, prepared for fallen man; notwithstanding bis 
giving up his only begotten Son to die upon a cross in order that 
man might be redeemed and the serpent nally destroyed; yet not- 
withstanding all that the great God of infinite goodness and wisdom 
hath done, or can do, the greatest part of his creation will. be lost to 
all eternity, and that the head of the serpent will never be bruised, 
but will, contrary to the will and intention of God, torment the souls 
of far more than nineteen-twentieths of his creatures, 

Now, generous Reader, pause for a few moments, and ask that 
reason that God has given thee, whether any thing can be more in- 
consistent with the attributes.of the Almighty Power of the uni- 
verse? That it is inconsistest with every attmbute of the Deity is 
plain to the meanest capacity; and if it was not that men in general 
can be taught to believe any thing, they never would have given 
credit to such palpable contradictions. There is no way in which 
Christianity can bear the least scrutiny but as follows, that is, if 
man did fall in the way and manner as is represented to us; I say, 
if we admit this, and if we admit that God prepared a remedy to 
redeem all.that fell by Adam’s transgression, it will necessarily fol- 
low, according to almighty power and infinite goodness, that all will 
be redeemed, that all will be saved, that the serpent will be destroyed, 
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and that the powers of Hell will return to their non-existence ; I say, 
if there be an uncontroulable Power existing in the universe, and if 
that Power is vested with unbountled wisdom and infinite goodness, 
if he from the beginning foresaw all things, both past, present, and 
to come, as the Christian Clergy say he is perfect in these things ; 
I say, then, if that be the case, it is impossible that any one soul 
should remain in eternal torments. And if any of the Christian 
Clergy can prove to me that the greatest number of mankind will 
remain in eternal torments, or that any one soul shall remain in it, 
then I will prove that there is no such a Being as they represent ex- 
isting in the universe. And though the Clergy, and many others, 
brand men of truth, of virtue, and wisdom; with Atheism, there is 
nothing proves Atheism equal to the pernicious doctrine of eternal 
torments, for the greatest number of mankind, nay, according as we 
have been taught, scarcely any will be saved. What does our 
Church say, that is called a very moderate Church, I mean the Pro- 
testant Church ? What does she say? Why, she says, except men 
believe what nobody understands, they cannot be saved ; that is the 
sum and substance of the Creed called the Athanasian Creed, for it 
says, ** The Father is God, the Son is God, and the Holy Ghost is 
God, and yet there are not three Gods, but one God.’’ It also says, 
“*The Father incomprehensible, the Son incomprehensible, and the 
Holy Ghost incomprehensible.” I need say no more about it, only 
mark the last sentence well, which is as follows:—** This is the 
Catholic faith, which except a man believe faithfully, he cannot be 
saved.’’. It does not say he will not-be saved, but he cannot be 
saved, that is, except a man believes faithfully what is incomprehen- 
sible to all mankind, he cannot be saved. «Well, if this be true, all 
will go to the Devil without exception, for it is impossible for any 
man to be fully faithful in believing what no one understands, 

But in order to expose these detestable dogmas a little farther, let 
us just take a peep at these torments that every man must fall into 
who does not faithfully believe what no one understands. The 
Clergy tell us, (and especially some of the Dissenters) that these 

‘torments are to last to all eternity. Well, let us see how far this 
- will correspond with justice, not to say any thing of mercy or any 

other attribute of the Deity. We shall suypose, then, (for the sake 

of enlarging, or rather overwhelming our ideas) that admitting every 

‘ grein of matter that composes this globe, and every drop of rain that 

ever fell, and the drops of water also fiat compose the vast ocean; 1 

say, admitting these were all gathered together in one heap, and one 
of these were-to be taken away every million years, even at the end 
of ‘this inconceivable and incalculable length of time, eternity ! 
eternity ! vast, unbounded eternity ! is only beginning ! 

Now, Reader, here make a full stop, and ask thy senses whether 
it is possible for any being upon earth to commit erimes that will 
merit punishment ‘in a future state for such a length of time, and 
ten million times ten million more? But | wave the subject, and 
will not-attempt to impose upon the human understanding by sup- 
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single moment. Yet, horrible as they are, such are the ideas that 
we have been taught in order to make us mean and servile. | This is 
the way, the very way that the ecclesiastical and legal robberies and 
pppressions of this world have been guaranteed by the terrors of an- 
other. 

If the people of the United States of America are pregnant with H 
such ideas, if they are as superstitious as Mr. Cobbett hath said, in 
a Letter to Mr. Carlile, then { hesitate not to say, they may soon bid 
a final farewell to Liberty; yes, as sure as the sun ever shone in the 
region of space, just as sure will that country fall into slavery and 
degradation. tis impossible for either Liberty or Justice to exist 
where Superstition lifts up her towering head; and yet some of you 
tell us that we must not meddle with religion. 1 ask you what do 
you mean by religion? If you mean systems of faith, 1 must in - 
jastice tell you, there never was any.true religion in any of them; 
if you are religious only through fear of going to some horrible place 
after death, your religion is founded in rottenness, and it can never 
be said to such, ‘‘ Well done, good and faithful servant,” because 
under the slavish idea of fear there cannot be the least merit. And 
as such, my Friends and Fellow-Sufferers, in the name of Reason and 
Justice, in the name of Truth, as it is written with the finger of God 
in the visible creation, in the name of millions that Superstition has 
slain in the field, on the gibbet, the block, and the rack, and by the 
tears of the widows and orphans, [ entreat you to beware of the in- 
roads of Superstition, and teach your children true virtue, - that 
never-fading ornament of the human mind! Teach them to do jas- 
tice and to love one another as far as is consistent with the well- 
being of society, and to endeavour to make their. fellow-creatures » 
happy! Teach them to do to their-neighbour as they wish their 
neighbour to do to them! Teach them to extend their charity to the 
fatherless, the widow, and the distressed, and. to keep themselves 
unspotted from the vanities and glittering toys of the world! Teach 
them to be bold, intrepid, and undaunted in all virtuous enterprises, 
and to resist all tyranny and oppression, as it is consistent with Na- 
ture’s unchangeable laws! And, finally, to fear not death, but to 
look upon it only as a night’s repose after a toilsome day! And 
you, my Friends and Labourers in the great cause of Freedom and 
the Rights of Man, some of whom are immured in Bastiles, I call 
upon you, in the name of intrinsic Virtue, ‘* to fall not out by the 
way,” but be united in one Heart and one mind, and let not Super- 
stition influence you to divide the people in their political career ; 
but ‘consider, that it hath been the bane of society in all ages of the 
world. And as the eyes of. the whole nation are upon you, if you : 
divide, if you shew the least animosity against one another, be as- 
sured you will divide the people also, { am very sorry that the 
least discord should appear amongst you, but, alas! it is that de- 
luding monster, Superstition, that is the cause of it; she is a rock 
upon which millions have split; she hath spoiled all nations with 


posing sober judgment capable of harbouring such horrible ideas a 
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her witchcrafts; she hath caused the earth to teem with human 
blood ; she hath caused mankind to hate one another by destroying 
human nature, and intruding herself and her inseparable companion, 


. Tgnorance, upon its ruins! And, my Friends, as long as she keeps 


her seat in the human mind, men never will enjoy their rights; nei- 
ther will there ever be any thing heard of but luxury and extrava- 
gance, poverty and wretchedness, war and destruction upon the face 
of the earth! And, finally, ye Political Leaders of an insulted, de- 
graded, and poverty-stricken people, | request you, in the mdst.sin- 
cere manner, to join hand in hand, and let your hearts be united in 
one common cause and common interest ; then will the people have 
cause to rejoice, and be enabled to claim those: rights that are con- 
sistent with the unerring laws of the Great Power of the universe ! 
RICHARD MOORE. 
Manchester, 








TO THE EDITOR OF THE REPUBLICAN. 


pF —_-____ __ 

Sir, 

As I know you and thousands more, as well as myself, have a great 
veneration for the writings and memory of Mr. T. Paine, it has in- 
duced me to send you the following extracts from ‘‘ Memoirs of Sir 
John Dryden,’’ published in ‘* The Monthly Magazine,’’ April, 
1797, just to shew you how true a prophet the said Sir John Dry- 
den was, as follows :— 

** On Sunday, April 16, died, at his house in Upper Seymour 
Street, Portman Square, Sir John Dryden, Bart., of Canon’s Ashby, 
in the county of Northampton. Sir J. D. was the second son of 
—— Turner, Esq., formerly Knight of the Shire for the county of 


. Oxford, and a very opulent and respectable gentleman. The contest 


of the father, as a candidate for a seat in Parliament, forms a very 
memorable epoch in the history of Oxfordshire, but in nothing is it 
more remarkable than in the circumstance of having brought the 
resent Earl of Liverpool into notice. When this occurred, Mr. 
kinson was a very young, and a very obscure man; it was his 


- good fortune, however, to have a knack of ballad-making, and he 


actually composed one on the occasion, here alluded to, that led to 
all. his future greatness, for the Member for the county of Oxford 
introduced him to Lord Bute, and the whole nation is acquainted 
with the rest of his history,: as it is closely interwoven with that of 
their own.”’ 

{Here follows an account of his education, travels, and his mar- 
riage with the great grand-daughter of the poet, Dryden, uninte- 
resting to us. ] 

Again it says —‘‘ During that short, but disgraceful period of our 
history, commonly known by the appellation of the ‘ Reign of 
Terror,’ Mr. Turner, who had now changed his name to Dryden, be- 
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came High Sheriff of the county of Northampton; and. in this 
capacity actually caused a mannekin, called Tom Paine, to be hung 
on a gibbet 30 feet high! Such an elevated instance of loyalty did 
not pass without its due reward, for he soon after was knighted, a 
circumstance which every body was astonished at, as his two sisters 
were Peeresses of Great. Britain, both his brother and his uncle Ba- 
ronets, and he himself a man of figure. He was, however, speedily 
after created a Baronet, for he had raised a troop of Yeomen Ca- 
valry, and been at great pains, not only to promote, but also to pre- 
sent a petition from Northamptonshire, approving of the present 
very ‘just and necessary war!” On this occasion he applied to 
Lord Hawkesbury, now Earl of Liverpool, stating his own services, 
and intimating that there was a dormant Baronetcy in his wife’s fa- 
mily on ahich he had claims ; he also hinted, in distant and polite 
terms, (for he was an exceedingly elegant and well-bred man) that 
his Lordship had formerly received many civilities from his father. 
The reply of the Noble Earl was equally short and satisfactory, he 
really ‘ had not interest sufficient to obtain such a. favour, but he 
had the honour to be, with the most profound respect, attachment, 
and regard, his very humble and obedient servant,’ &c, &c, Mr. 
George Rose, another child of Fortune, and the legitimate successor 
of the Jenkinsons and Robinsons, obtained instantly what the Noble 
Earl very ingenuously professed himseif utterly unable to procure, 
In respect to politics, Sir J. Dryden was what he called an old Whig, 
or, in other words, a modern Tory. Notwithstanding this, it must 
be owned, that on many occasions he exhibited repeated instances of 
great liberality i in politics, and was above all litile personal enmities. 
On seeing two.engraved portraits of Mr. Paine at the house of a 
friend, he begged one of them, observing, at the same time, that at 
the very moment he had ordered him to be burned in effigy, an 
awkward thought came across his mind, ‘ that be could be no com- 
mon man whom Government was at. such pains to hunt down; and 
that when the High Sheriff of Northamptonshire was perhaps for- 
gotten, the Author of the Rights of Man would be mentioned in 
history with applause!’ ”’ 

Again—‘ He lived long enough, however, to express his abhor- 
rence aid detestation of a war he had once supported, and this cir- 
cumstance gave him great uneasiness. He was accustomed, indeed, 
within the last three months of his life frequently to exclaim, ‘ That, 
like Mutius Scevola, he would burn that hand which had pre- 
sented a petition to the King, countenancing the present unhappy 
contest.’ Sir J. D. was about 49 years of age.”’ 

From the above extracts it appears Sir J. Dryden apostatized, 
From this I have been led to compare the difference of prophe 
between the late Bishop of Llandaff, who prophesied that Thomas 
Paine and his Works would soon be forgotten, But SirJ, Dryden 
seems to,have been a better prophet thau the Bishop; I think we 
may allow him to have been invested with the true spirit of 
phecy. Of abl the prophecies, or pretended Sree of the Old 
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and. New Testament, none have been more literally fulfilled than 
the above of Sir J. Dryden’s, for few know or hear any thing of 
him—while the name of Paine is resounded through every part of 
Europe. ; ; 
Should you deem the extract worth insertion in your ‘‘ Republi- 
can,” it may amuse oe of your Readers who are unacquainted 
with the origin of the Jenkinsons, to know, that the great Lord 
Liverpool sprung from a ballad-maker. 
. 1 am, Sir, with great respect, your Fellow-Citizen, _ 
T. R. BAYLEY POTTS. 
Nelson’s Row, Clapham, 
April 18, 1822. 











REASONS OF A DEIST FOR NOT BELIEVING IN 
CHRISTIANITY. 


I, Because the authority on which it rests is doubtful; the mind 
cannot doubt and believe at the same time. 

II. Because its doctrines are opposed to the divine perfections. 

IlI. Because it is contrary to reason, and, consequently, not fitted 
for rational beings. 

1V. Because it would be contrary to the character of an all-wise 
Being to propose that to the minds of rational beings for belief and 
reception, which, according to their natures, he knew could not be 
believed or acknowledged. 

VY. Because the authority on which it rests is in direct contradic- 
tion to itself—proposing two distinct modes of action, differing 
essentially from each other, yet each proposed as the ultimate ground 
of salvation— Faith and Works. 

VI. Because it is contrary to justice, or what the rational mind 
can conceive to he so; and it would be equally unjast either to act 
unjustly, or so to pervert our powers that we could not discern be- 
tween justice and injustice, and yet require a justice at our hands. 

Vil. Because it is, and ever has been limited in its operation and 
extent, yet necessary (if necessary at all) to be universally Known — 
it is, therefore, imperfect. 

VIII. Because it is opposed to the religion founded on the sume 
authority, viz. Judaism, which, if of God, would never have under- 
gone any alteration by his command, ‘“* God is of one mind,” 

IX. Because its leading doctrines, Election and Predestination, 
tend to the encouragement of vice, as moral responsibility is thereby 
destroyed. 

X. Because its fundamental doctrine, that of the Trinity, a belief 
in which is stated as the ground of salvation, is a doctrine incompre- 
hensible by the human mind, and of which it can receive uo idea— 
it is, consequently, beyond the power of the mind to believe ; to be- 


lieve that of which we-have no idea, is to believe nothing. 
FE. H., 


qe NT ee ee TE ree ee 





























































THE REPUBLICAN. 
































A NEW CREED. 


The Human Soul substantiated. Its future progressive and obvious Existence 
evinced. 


No mysteries here to stifle common sense ; 
This Creed is orthodox— 
Honi soit qui mal y pense. 


Read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest, 
Nothing immoral is herein exprest. 
SS Cee ne 
In search of objects far from home, 
How do we ourselves turmoil ! 


Round the universe we roam, 
Till mental vigour sinks with toil. 


Yet at our élbow often lays 
That which no where else is found, 
That which sought a thousand ways, 
Yet with no success is crown’d. 


The human soul we still explore, 
And seek to find it, God knows where ! 
. Into distant regions soar, 
But never can we find it there. 


Then try a little nearer hand, 

And learn what Nature has decreed ; = 
If Nature is by Reason scann’d, 

The soul of man is in his seed. 


For know, ’tis there the human soul 
Doth ever renovate in kind, 
\ "Tis so with brutes, and fish, and fowl, 
The soul with life is still combined. - 





Sow but the seed, the germ will find 
The magic aid of Nature’s power ; 
The germ produces in its kind, 
And renovates the blooming flower. 


We plant ourselves ere we decay, 
And for new life the means afford, _ 

And with ourselves our souls convey, | 
And in our offspring are res\ored. i 


’Tis thus that Nature has decreed, 
To place within ourselves the power 
To plant and reap from our own seed, 
What Death or Time cannot devour. 


What Heaven can equal Love’s delights, 

When we enjoy what we adore, ! : 
The soul attains ecstatic heights, 

And human nature craves no more. 


Vol. V. No. 20. 
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Excited thus ourselves to save, 

Through a strong passion wisely given ; 
A boon divine! which Nature gave 

To make existence here a Heaven. 


Granting to Heaven the soul ascends, 
Whether of you, or of your brother, 

It matters not, though constant friends, 
You'll have no knowledge of each other. 


Therefore that soul you call your own, 
If into Heaven it can ascend, 
Cannot in any ways be known 
Either as relative or friend.* 


An utter stranger in the crowd, 
The flitting spirit none can see, 

By whom acknowledg’d, whom allow’d, 
To be the soul of you or me. 


If otherwise, a sad turmoil 

Would stun the peaceful throne of grace, 
As old resentments would embroil 

And make a bedlam of the place. 


Then see how good thy God has been 
To give thee still existence here, 
Where thou art known, felt, and seen, 

Nor yet to vanish into air. 


Still vivified in fresh routine 
To keep thee hers is Nature’s care ; 
Thou’!lt ever be what thou hast been, 
Nor ever know another sphere. 


Then, mysteries no longer try 
To find thy soul departed hence, 
There is no dwelling in the sky, 
Or other place we know on high, 
To make fog this fit recompence. 


MORAL. 


Act well your part in this your place, 
A Heaven or Hell is here, 

Tis vice that does the soul debase, 

For vice is hell, and virtue peace, 
Then take which you prefer. 


“ Like léaves on trees, the race of man is found, 
Now green in youth, now withering on the ground ; 
Another race the following spring supplies, 

They fall successive, and successive rise. 

*“* So generations in their course decay, 


So flourish these when those have past away.” 





M B——T, 





A 
* So says Holy Writ. 
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These verses were published on a sheet by Mr. Carlile for the Author, 
who gave his name as Captain Bosquet, of the Navy, and called his pub- 
lication the Bosquetian Creed, in the summer of 1819. Then, as now, 
we entertained but a light opinion of them, on the ground that we consider 
them as calculated to keep up a foolish and unfounded notion about a soul 
being something distinct from the body. The soul is a creature of the 
imagination, and has no existence beyond that sphere if it expresses any 
thing more than animal life. Animal life, like vegetable life, is nothing 
more than the result of a peculiar organization, and when the organization 
is injured, decayed, or destroyed, the life, or soul, goes with it, and is en- 
tirely dependent upon it. Death has no power beyond the immediate 
organization, which naturally dissolves and riseseto life again in some 
other shape, or as a part of some other organization of matter. The 
French decree, that ‘* Death was an eternal sleep,” was not scientifically 
correct, although it was correct as to the sense of a resurrection of the 
same sensitive body. There is nothing idle in Nature, all is busily em- 
ployed, and in motion for one purpose or another, or to one common pur- 
sgn The sluggard cannot still the motion of his body although he ceases 

is locomotion. Nature defies him, and the means he uses to preserve 
himself or procure happiness, she defeats, and hastens him to his dissolu- 
tion. Life is a motion of fluids within an organic sphere, and the certain 
and invariable price of life is its disselution! The seed is neither the life 
or soul of either animal or vegetable: it increases numerically the organi- 
zations that possess life, and, as such, may be called the germ of life to 
future beings, but not to the possessor. It was, therefore, ridiculous to 
apply the word soul, in its common acceptation,- to the word seed. Since 
such insane notions have been applied to the word soul, itis better now 
to say that animal life is connected with nothing of the kind, but comes 
and goes without it. 


EDITOR. 


P.S. It is our intention to exclude all Poetry from the future pages of 
“* The Republican,” unless it be something very superior in its powers of 
instruction. We are among those who do not think it any ornament to 
common sense, and bad Poetry is calculated fo spoil it! 





REASONS FOR RENOUNCING CHRISTIANITY. 





_—$——————L—— 


Havinc been in the habit of going about to preach the Gospel, 
whilst | was a Methodist, | think it proper that I should give some 
reasons for renouncing the religion of Jesus the Jew, on whom I 
once built all my hopes of happiness. . 

I. Because in reading the Bible [ constantly found contrary doc- 
trines, that raised doubts in my mind, and which doubts I could 
never get satisfactorily cleared up by those who were my “ spi- 
ritual pastors and masters.” : 

II. Because I found that all the various sects of which the 
Christian world is composed brought the proofs of the truth of 
their different systems from the Bible, and they all declare that 
their own is only right, and every other wrong. 


i 
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IIf; Because [ found, (upon watching closely the conduct of 
Christians, and those who denied Christianity,) more morality and 
consistency of conduct in those who denied the revelation of God, 
than in those who professed Christianity. This, in my mind, 
stript religion of its pretended divine power to effectually reform 
all those who heartily embrace it. 

IV. Beeause the Christian doctrine asserts, that the heart of 
man is continually set to do evil; that he is prone to evil as the 
sparks fly upward. This I deny, because I find in my own na- 
ture more propensity to do good than evil, and that satisfaction 
arising from doing good is to me a constant incentive to virtuous 
actions. 

V. Because |} found in Christianity a most baneful influence in 
setting the interests of the people at variance, thereby giving 
occasion for a set of lazy Kings and Priests to lord it over them 
to their great distress. 

VI. Because having been told by Christians that “‘ The Age of 
-Reason” was a stupid, vulgar, and blasphemous production, and 
having read it, and found it quite the reverse, and also found it to 
contain the most convincing proofs that the book which Chris- 
tians call the word of God would dishonour any man to have it 
ascribed tohim. I think this asufficient reason alone to renounce 
the Christian mythology. 

VIf. Because, though Atheists, Deists, and Sceptics are all 
willing to be convinced by fair argument.and reason—the sup- 
porters of the Christian system not being able to-do it, resort to 
the” unconvincing arguments of fine, imprisonment, and brute 
violence. 

VIII. Because I am convinced, had God chose to reveal his 
will, he would have done it in a manner that would have satisfied 
every man that it was the production of a Divine being: whereas 
the book that is imposed upon us as the word of God is so full of 
absurdities, contradictions, inconsistencies, not to mention the 
obscenity of it, that if any other book which has been handed down 
to us from antiquity had had but one-third of the palpable contra- 
rieties in it as the Bible has, it would have long ago been con- 
demned and held as nothing worth. And I believe God has not 
made any revelation but what we see in the works of Nature. 

W. V. HOLMES. 
Giltspur Street Compter, | 
April 19, 1822. 
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TO MR. RICHARD CARLILE. 





Srur, Halifax, May 4. 
A Pew admirers of your valuable publications, in Halifax and its 
neighbourhood, aided by some Reformers at Ripponden, desire 
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your acceptance of the following subscription as a mite towards 
yotrr unreasonable fines, which the men in power, or rather men 
that would'be in power, have thought proper to impose upon the 
true advocate of the rights of the people. 
I subscribe myself, Sir, in the name of your friends, 
Your constant Reader and Well-wisher, 
JAMES MOORE. 





P ee Jt. s. d. 
From Northawram. John Booth, an Enemy to 
Joseph Moore, sen. 0 9 8 Delusion 0 1 0 
Joseph Moore, jun. 0 9 8 From Halifax and Rippon- 
Isaac Moore 0 1 0 den 1 3s 6 
James Moore 0 9 8 








TO MR. JAMES MOORE, HALIFAX. 





FreLtow Citizen, Dorchester Gaol, May 10, 1822. 
1 AM happy in the opportunity you have offered me of ex- 
tending my correspondence in the county of York, and beg 
you to return my thanks to my friends in Halifax and Rip- 
ponden for the sums they have subscribed towards my fines, 

Nothing bespeaks a liberality of the mind more expres- 
sively than a voluntary sharing of the burdens or fines im- 
posed upon those who advocate its freedom, and for ad- 
vocating that freedom. This ety have done, and yours is 
the meed of having performed a duty you owe to yourselves 
as men, as liberal minded men, and mine the possession of 
the approbation of such men. 

You have yet a further duty to perform as advocates of 
freedom and the general happiness of mankind—it is your 
duty to improve your own knowledge and extend it to as 
many of your neighbours as_possible. 1 do not yomp sia 
that you have not done it—it is upon the general subject 
that | address you, and not under any partial view or ap- 
plication. ’ 

Free discusion is the emblem of mental freedom, and 
mental freedom must necessarily precede that of society as 
a body ; be it our duty therefore, to putin practice the right 
of free discussion in every shape possible, and stimulate 
others to the same task. 

1 am, Citizen, gratefully yours, 
R. CARLILE 
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MARY ANN CARLILE. 


. Star Chamber Practices revived in the Case of Mary Ann Carlile, 
fined £500 for selling what the Practice of the Court, but not 
the Law, calls a Libel. : 





In 1632, in the reign of Charles the First, of blessed memory, Mr. 
William Prynne, an eminent Barrister, was,-at the instance of 
Bishop Laud, a wretched Court sycophant, prosecuted for a libel, 
and fined £5000 in the Star Chamber—fined, like Mary Ann Car- 
lile, without being heard. He was otherwise punished and kept 
in close confinement. 

In 1637, Mr. Prynne, Dr. Bastwick, a Physician, and Mr. Bur- 
ton, a Clergyman, were all brought before the Court of Star 
Chamber, and there fined £5000 each, for what the same Laud, 
then Archbishop of Canterbury, and the rest of the Council, 
chose to call a libel—the Archbishop, who was the principal mover 
against the people, sitting as Supreme Judge. 

The sentences, besides the fines and close imprisonment, were 
barbarous and malignant in the extreme. But we have here only 
to do with the fines. Yet it should be observed, that the cruel 
sentences passed on these men, for no crime at all, were all signed 
by the King himself and the whole of his diabolical Council. 

The proceedings of this precious King and his Council at 
length roused the nation, and a new Parliament having been 
called, the House of Commons began to set the miscreant King 
and his abominable Council to rights, and the friends of Mr. 
Prynne, Dr. Bastwick, and Mr. Burton, having petitioned the 
House in their behalf, they were all set at liberty and brought 
from their prisons to London in triumph. Soon afterwards they 
petitioned the House of Commons for redress, and, among other 
things, for a remission of their fines. The ground taken by them 
may be judged of by what Mr. Prynne alleged respecting his fines. 
It is as follows :-— 

“« That the two fines of £5000 a-piece are against law. 

“« The statute of Magna Charta, chap. 14, enacts, that a free- 
man shall not be amerced for a small fault, but after the manner 
of the fault ; and for a great fault, after the manner thereof, saving 
to him his contenement or freehold. »And a merchant shall like- 
wise be amerced saving to him his merchandize. 

“« By statute of Westminster, 2 & 3 Ed. I. c. 6. this is fully 
concurred in, and re-enacted. And if any man be immoderately 
amerced in any inferior Courts, the law provides a writ of mode- 
— miserecordia for his relief, grounded on this statute of Magna 
Charta. 
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“ The ground of these Acts and writ was this, wherever the 
law for any offence (as for treason or felony) takes away a man’s 
life, then et forfeits all his lands and goods ; because the life being 
taken away, there needs no lands nor goods to support it.’ But 
where the-offence is not capital, to take away men’s lives, then the 
law for the most part (except in some special cases by provision of 
Parliament) imposeth only such a fine and a moderate amerciament 
as shall not swallow up all their estates, but leave them a compe- 
tency, both to maintain their not forfeited lives, and support them 
in their callings for the publie good, which might else suffer by 
their loss of trade and employment, in which the commonwealth 
hath interest. 

‘“* Since, then, these two fines of £5000 a-piece exeeed my 
offences and state, and are directly contrary t6 these two Acts, 
they must be altogether illegal.” 

Whereupon the Parliament directed the fines to be remitted ; 
and as the parties had suffered grievous injustice, and sustained 
heavy losses, the Parliament further directed :— 

‘“* That the sentence given in the Star Chamber is illegal, and 
ought to be reversed. 

‘“¢ That the imprisonment of Mr. Prynne by the Lords of the 
Council (naming them) is unjust and illegal, and that rHEy ought 
to give Mr. Prynne satisfaction for the damages sustained by that 
imprisonment.” 

Mr. Prynne having been returned to Parlrament, was by the 
Commons made, in some degree, the manager for the House in 
impeaching the villainous Judge, Laud, Archbishop of Canterbury, 
and so well did Mr. Prynne stick to him, that he was convicted, 
and, as he richly deserved, beheaded. 

It is needless to say the same act of justice was afterwards 
performed upon the King. 

Let us now see how the cases of Mr. Prynne, Dr. Bastwick, 
and Mr. Burton, apply to Mary Ann Carlile. First, she was not 
the writer, but merely the seller for another, of the book. Had 
the selling of the book been really an offence at law, which it was 
not, still the sentence should have been a mild one. 

The fine on Mr. Prynne could no doubt have been raised by 
him and his friends, and thus although he and they would have 
been most shamefully robbed, still he would not on this account 
have been confined for life: but in the case of Mary Ann Carlile, 
who had nothing wherewith to pay, and no friends to pay the 
money for her, her sentence, so far as respects the fine, 1s more 
severe than the infamous Court of Star Chamber, in the plenitude 
of its power, ventured to inflict on the victims of its tyranny. So 
infamous, indeed, did the conduct of the Court appear in the case 
of Mr. Prynne, that the King’s own Council were ordered to make 
reparation, and the Archbishop, high, and mighty, and all power- 
ful as he had just before been, lost his unworthy head. 
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The fine imposed on Mary Ann Carlile is, then, a revival of the 
practice of that infamous Court in one of its worst features; of 
that Court which was put an end to and extinguished by Act of 
Parliament, as being an engine of Court tyranny, and a disgrace 
to the country. 

But we cannot at the present moment hope to see a House of 
Commons which. wil! speedily give relief to Mary Ann Carlile, 
but we can if we choose do our duty towards her and save her 
from the perpetual imprisonment which the Judges of our times, 
no less arbitrary than the Council of former times, seek to inflict 
on those who by their acts do that which has a tendency to open 
the eyes of the people, that they may see the folly and the iniquity 
which oppresses them, which impedes them in their course to- 
wards happiness, cheats them of their understanding, and plunders 
them of their property. 


‘ © WE CAN PAY HER FINE!” 


Nothing more easy, nothing so just, since, as the old English 
proverb says, “‘ Many can help one, though one cannot help 
many,” and as the no less useful Scotch proverb says, ‘“‘ Many a 
little makes a mickle.” 

One of Richard Carlile’s Correspondents has sent him, 40s. ob- 
serving, that the £1 is the one thousandth part of one of his fines, 
and that 10s, is the one thousandth part of another of his fines, 
and the other 10s. a thousandth part of his Sister’s fine. Thus 
we see, that if only one thousand of those who are able to give 
40s. at once, and who think him anill-used man, were to give the 
money, these fines would be paid. But the body of the people 
cannot give 40s. at once, but they can do the business quite as 
effectually by smaller sums. 

Wuy, THEN, SHOULD WE NOT PAY ALL THE FINES OF 
RicHarD CARLILE, HIS WIFE, AND SISTER ? ; 

Mr. Prynne, Dr. Bastwick, and Mr. Burton, were fined in very 
large sums, and as one was an eminent Lawyer, and a Bencher of 
Lincoln’s Inn, another an emisent Physician, and the other a po- 
pular Preacher, it is very probable, that each without the assist- 
ance of their friends could have paid the fine. The tyrant Charles, 
the vindictive Archbishop, and the villainous Privy Council, when 
assembled in the infamous Court of Star Chamber, did not in this 
particular venture to proceed the same length as the Judges of 
the present day have proceeded in the case of Richard Carlile and 
his relatives. ‘They did not seize and destroy the property of 
their victims ia order to prevent them from having the means of 
paying the fines, Not so, however, in Richard Carlile’s case ; his 
property has been seized more than once, and the very bed on 
which his wife lay in a state of indisposition all but taken from 
under her, not, as it now appears, to raise money to pay his fines, 
for upon application to the proper persons he was told he must 
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pay the full amount of his fines, notwithstanding he had been 
plundered of all the property they could lay their hands on under 
pretence of the law, allowing them to seize it to pay his fines. 
Thus is the conduct of the Government at the present time worse 
than that which brought Charles and his Archbishop to the block. 

But the ends of those who seek to imprison Richard Carlile, 
his Wife, and Sister for life, ought not, must not be permitted. 
THE AMOUNT OF THEIR FINES MUST BE RAISED—nothing so 
easy. 

The Bible Society in one year raised £92,000 by penny sub- 
scriptions, and the way it was done was this :—Every person who 
became a member of the Society undertook to collect from 12, or 
24, or 36 persons, a penny each, once a week, and £92,000 was 
in one year collected in this way. After this, no one will surely 
contend that there can be any difficulty in raising £2000 to pre- 
vent the perpetual imprisonment of Richard Carlile, his Wife, and 
Sister. If but half even of those who wish them to come forth 
from the Gaol, will but do their duty, as the girls and boys even 
of the Bible Society do theirs, the fines will bt paid. What man 
is there, what woman is there who cannot aflord a penny a week ? 
What man is there, what woman is there who cannot collect.a 
shilling a week? And if Ladies and Gentlemen, and the children 
of Ladies and Gentlemen, were not ashamed to beg pence, why 
should any one else be ashamed to beg pence? The less so, as 
the money is to be applied in the cause of humanity and to defeat 
injustice. 

But this is not all. Jt is their bounden duty to do more. 
Where is the man who would not for a time deprive himself of 
some trifling gratification to assist Carlile in a case of extreme op- 
pression, in which he cannot help himself? Who would not go 
without a pint or two pints of beer a week to serve him? How 
many ways are there by which from a penny to sixpence, ora 
shilling a week may be saved for such a purpose, and how easy 
the collection. In work-shops one man may be made treasurer ; 
the same in factories; the same in streets, or towns, or villages ; 
in clubs and societies. Only let us set about it each for himself, 
not waiting for others; “* Ler EacH MAN DO His Duty.” The 
Sines will be paid, and Tyranny will lose its victims. 

eG 


London, May 7, 1822. 





THE foregoing article is an appeal froma distinguished cha- 
racter whose situation and connections forbid the publication 
of his name. He is one of those who does good by stealth. 
Mr. Carlile has received considerable benefit from him in 
different shapes since the commencement of the prosecutions 
to which he (Mr. C.) has been exposed. Notwithstanding 


— we 
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this, the appeal would have looked much better had it ap- 
peared in any other publication than the Republican, parti- 
culartly, as it is anonymous. Further, the readers of the 
Republican have not been remiss in their subscriptions, but 
have done all that might have been fairly expected from 
them as far as we know them. Many of them are stedfast 
in periodical subscriptions of various sums, others have 
subscribed liberally, although in no instance has our sub- 
scription been disgraced with the name of a known Priest 
or of a member of the Aristocracy. ‘This we regard as a 
mark of its purity and of their fears and guilty consciences. 
Much more agreeable will it be to us to see the amount of 
the fines raised by the resources of honest industry than 
made up from any corrupt support. We appeal not to the 
titled aristocrat and those who are rich in the corrupt ap- 
plication of the hard earnings of the industrious, but we ask 
the cheerful contributions. of the mites of industry itself. 
The cause we advocate is the cause of the industrious part 
of the community; to no other source have we ever looked 
for support, nor will we ever allow any corrupt body or 
party to purchase our praise and support. We know the 
way to the purses of the rich and the haughty, but it is a 
path we detest and never will tread. 

Mr. Carlile has no present fears but that his fines will be 
settled in due time. He has not neglected the necessary 
legal steps towards accomplishing that object in the present 
term, and unless he is disappointed by those in whose hands 
he has trusted his case by improper delays he hopes to an- 
nounce a favourable result before the 16th of November ; 
the day on which his period of imprisonment expires ac- 


cording to the present sentence. 
EDITOR. 





TO MR. CARLILE. 





Bred first a Churchman, To the amiable and praise-worthy Mrs. 
Brought up Methodist, Carlile. 

Last turn’d Baptist-man, I’ve sav’d pence for pew, 

Now I'm aclose fist,* . .. 2 O To present to you, 


* It is probable you may say what religion is that, what merit in the appella- 
tion, or any thing but to gingle rhyme. 1 answer I mean much, though I had, and 
hope I still have, a heart susceptible of tender feelings, yet to open my fist with- 
out grudging, it is not now so open, as once was to the imposing deceitful request 
of the priests, who have solicited me for the poor and drank it out in wine for their 
own ungodly appetites. 
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For your spirit, your duty, your love 
To husband so just 
Truth’s champion first, * 
I will shew your conduct I approve. 
2 0 
To the no less worthy and dutiful Mary 
Ann Carlile. ~ 


My subscriptions, no more 
To priestcraft will I pour, 
Or listen to their mysteries, 
But subscribe unto thee, 
Mary my saint shall be, 
Praying vengeance on your enemies. 
2 0 
Though fallen by despotic power 
Curs’d be the man—would for an 
hour 
Stab that breast— 
Like Caroline’s with lingering smarts 
May their own hell its vengeance 
pour, 
Broil gently their d 
sore 
Recoil base daggers 
And pierce their coward hearts. 


d conscience 





Come fair ladies of this land, 
Like an Amazonian band, 

Defy the English cowards’ tricks, 
Come forward in her just cause, 
The victim of the barbarous laws, 

Shew them they’re kicking against 

bricks. 

Subscribe and make their cares the less 

lf you have faith God will you bless, 

Or do as wish to be done by 

‘“‘]t is but heathen honesty.” 


To Messrs. Holmes, Rhodes and Barclay, 
Mr. Carlile’s shopmen. 


We’ve seen Trio Juncta in Uno, 
Motto for dupes that you and I 
know. 
No honour deserv’d, but idle show, 
Yet the industrious trio would not bend, 
Would serve Carlile and family con- 
fin'd 
By hosts of cowards all combin'd 
Would crush by force the people 
blind, 
But you will gain great laurels in the 
end. 


Could it be thought that you could 
e’er stand 
*Gainst an infamous, 

band, 


and hidden 


* I do not pretend that you-are originally the first. 
us with other champions that have gone before you. 
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Whom, all ranks, with execration 
brand ? 
For you were honestly gaining daily 
bread; 
A crime with them, that is very 
great 
To those reptile laws who strut in 
state 


That steal and plunder from each 
man’s plate, 
And pine because they cannot tax the 
dead. 


Something to you the people surely 
owe, 
Their prompt exertions use and be~ 
stow 
Their gifts and let the foul despots 
know 
‘Tis vain to try to break the peoples’ 
hearts 
The ignobles, and their alias’s 
The clergy and their lying passes, 
To t’other world the stupid asses, 
Turn justices and fain would stab with 
darts. 


Huzza! my boys, “hear the dying 
groans 
Of public paupers, and the idle drones 
Who have robb’d and plander’d by 
the loans, 
Beggar’d industry, once Erigland’s great 
pride, 
They are dropping like a rope of sand, 
Weak, savage, now desperate, then 
bland, 
Like Dick in Crown, and with sword 
in hand 
Till Crown and head by one bold stroke 
Gah. » severe sae 


Sympathetic Address. 


I want no thanks from any view 

That I have done is your just due, 

I’m sorry so late I’ve begun 

When so many before me run, 

Should like the rich, put forth their 
mite 

Whose pounds would make my shillings 
light, 

’Twould soon pay fines and sore appal, 

Rankle the despots wormwood and gall, 

Not yours alone, it’s the good of all, 

Times are such, our gains leaves us 
bare, 

I’ve a heart to give though none to 
spare. 


Because history furnishes 
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Nor full employment can I gain, 

When earnt, the money scarce obtain, 

Or I'd been foremost of the crew, 

To hand, t’ reef, or to steer for you, 

The captain of our noble bands 

Shrill pipe—then up aloft all hands, 

The course is just, we endure rough 
gales, 

Steady lads take a reef in sails ; 

Keep good watch though thick mists 
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All praise Carlile the People’s friend, 
Peace and liberty shall ne’er end. 
Things new combine, as fit it should 
To bring forth for us a Public Good. 

Yours,.a JourNEYMAN TRADESMAN, 

at times I hunt out vermin. 

P. S. As Cowley says, ‘it is hot from 
the brain,” a hasty effusion, please to 
excuse the defects, I am sure they are 
many, but a tradesman has little time to 


o’er awe, write or correct that he has written. 
We'll heave the lead, see what depth To Mr. Davison (with hearty good 
we draw, wishes to all sufferers in the cause 
In spite of them and six acts law ; , 1 0 
Till the clear sky shews the desired The English Rubespierrian reign of 
way, terror—To the Man imprisoned with - 
To the destin’d port, true Freedom’s Get eimamhe: oii.’ ew es SO 


day. 








Che Mepubltran, 
No. 1. Vol. VI. 
Will appear on Friday, May 24, 1822, and be continued Weekly. 


Tuts Work is continued on the basis of a determined freedom and indepen- 
dence, its sentiments are open and in no instance admits of ambiguity, or 
are they liable to a dubious construction, 1+ freely canvasses the passing 
events of the day and exhibits them in their proper views and purport. It 
dees not shrink from convassing the utility and propriety of the various es- 
tablishments of the country, whether political or religious. Here hypo- 
crisy finds no support, nor tyranny adulation. ‘The cause of truth and the 
moral welfare of mank'nd is its only object. ‘The general sentiments of 
this work are of that kind to give the reader a satisfaction on a future 
day, as they are more.confined to general subjects than to passing trifles. 
It will stand as an example of what may be done in the worst of times by 
a determined opposition to bad men and bad measures. 

To those who are acquainted with the contents of any of the former 
volumes. of the Republican it is scarcely necessary to say what will be the 
future, as the spirit and principle will be the same with a studied endea- 
vour to improve. 

Tom the time of Plato until within the present age, it has been deemed 
a visionary theory to advocate the preference of a Republican form of Go- 
verament, and, in fact, it was so, before the Represeutative System of Go- 
vernment.was made the basis of Republicanism, but now that paragon in 
social and political economy has been discovered, and its practical part 
exhibited to the view of all the people on the earth, it is not only become 
not visionary to advocate the Republican form of Government, but the 
contrary, or that which is deficient, is become a proof of corruption and 
dishonesty in its advocates. ‘There is no pglitical honesty but in the ad- 
vocacy of the Representative System of Government, and that System of 
Government constitutes the only Real Republicanism, theretore, it 1s evi- 
dent that there can be no political honesty but in the advocacy of the Re- 
publican form of Government. 
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These are the political sentiments of the Republican. 

But there is another point equally important and equally Re ublican. 
From all the facts we can gather from historical records it is evidenhs that 
the majority of mankind have been the dupes of impostors, who, to their 
own peculiar gain, and to the loss and misery of the multitude, have incul- 
cated idolatry. Ev ery nation on the face of the earth has had its idols to 
impose on the ever ignorant and credulous multitude, and every nation has 
still its idols from the corporeally visible Jugernaut to the spiritually invisi- 
ble Jehovah and Jesus. ‘To endeavour to abolish this idolatry, to enlighten 
the multitude, and to shew them that every species of religion is idolatrous, 
immoral, and both mentaily and corporeally mischievous, shall be the pe- 
culiar object cf “The Republican.” 

Its Editor will shrink from nothing that is calculated to exhibit truth to 
the mass of mankind, and more particularly his fellow natives of this 
Island, whatever pains and penalties may follow the act. He says that 
robbers masked and robbers unmasked, pray upon the productive ‘labour 
of the multitude, and he will e: ndesvour as far as in him lies to expose and 
destroytthe former and enlighten and protect the latter. 

Printed and Published by R. Carlile, 55, Fleet Street ; and seld at the 
Koran Society’s Office, 5, Water Lane, five doors from Fleet Street. 








TO THE READERS OF “ THE REPUBLICAN.” 





In concluding the Fifth Volume of this Work, I cannot do better 
than review it and correct a few glaring errors that have acci- 
dentally crept into it. 

The first error of any note is to be found at page 42, in the 
speech of Mr. Brayshaw, where the Compositor overlooked a 
figure of 9, and stated that the earth was only 5 million miles dis- 
tant from the sun, when it should have been 95 millions, and that 
Sirius, the nearest fixed star, was but eighteen thousand times 
more distant, when it should have been four hundred thousand 
times more distant than the sun from the earth. This error may 
be attributable to the reporter who took the speech down, for 
what we know, but it is such as ought not to pass uncorrected. 

In the first page of the 14th Number the word: south of Spain 
is substituted for north of Spain. Whether it was a slip of mine 
or not, F cannot now say, but there is no part of Europe south of 
Spain, in a comparative point.of view. In the same paragraph 
the word zorth is misplaced for south, as even the Republicans of 
Poland must be south of Russia. 

These, with the blunder connected with the reports of the Leeds 
Meetings on the subject of addressing Sir Charles Wolseley, form 
the main errors in this Volume, although there are a multitude of 
verbal and literal errors, which are evidently the errors of the 
Printing-Office. 
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I omitted to notice a list of names connected: with a subscrip- 
tion at Leeds on Mr. Paine’s birth-day: two lists came up at the 
same time, arid I concluded that the smaller amount was involved 
in the larger, but I have been reminded that it was not so, and 
that another list of nearly the same names, with a subscription to 

‘the amount of £1. 10s. 6d., should have been noticed. I am an- 
xious to do justice to the name of every subscriber, even if it be 
but for a penny, but as the names connected with the above sum 
have been repeated again and again as subscribers, | must beg 
the favour of an excuse for their omission in the present instance. 
The long lists of names which I have the satisfaction to print do 
not leave me without some fear that a majority of my Readers 
will deem it too great an intrusion on the pages of “‘ The Repub- 
lican.” I am thankful towards all and anxious to please all; 
and as yet I have printed every list of names, with the above ex- 
ception, that has come to hand; that also would have been 


- printed had not the misconception taken place. The very liberal 


support that I have received and continue to receive from Leeds, 
makes me anxious to avoid the least misconception, and to meet 
the wishes of all my friends there as far as possible; and with 
justice and impartiality to all friends in other parts of the 
country. 

Many articles of correspondence have been delayed, for which 
an apology is made, and the cause of it hereby explained. I 
make a practice of keeping the largest stock of matter possible in 
the Printer’s hands for ‘“ The Republican,” so that immediately 
on receiving any thing intended for insertion, | prepare it and 
forward it to him, leaving him to make the best arrangement he 
can for each Number; and by keeping a surplus quantity in 
hand, some pieces are occasionally delayed longer than may be 
wished on my part or on the part of the correspondent. No par- 
tiality is shewn to any pieces of correspondence that are thought 
fit for insertion as to priority. I hope that this Number, being the 
last of the Volume, will work up all that remains on hand. , 

A Title-page and Index for the Fifth Volume will be stitched 
up with No. 1, Vol. VI. and a new Catalogue of my Publications 
will accompany the same Number. | 

_The Koran Society will commence its operations immediately, 
and the First Sheet of the Koran will be ready for delivery on 


the 24th instant. Each Sheet, free of all note or comment, will - 


be sold for Threepence: the revelation will be given as pure as 
Mahomet received it from Heaven, and the subjects of many dis- 


tinct revelations will be often sold for the small price of Three- | 


pence. This revelation will be found much to excel that in the 
Jew Books, and to be much superior both in piety and morality. 
It is sincerely hoped that it will tend to improve both in this coun- 
try among the idolators, as it is much wanted. The price of the 
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whole will not be more than one-third of the price of the former 
editions with notes and comments. 

The Koran,"as a book of history, can never be more entertain- 
ing and instructive than at this moment, when the sword is likely 
to decide the superiority of the two religions, the Christian and 
Mahometan, by the approaching war between the followers of 
Christ and Mahomet. I tremble for Mahomet and the Koran, 
and only wish I could get into the Divan at Constantinople. By 
a small portion of its resources I would render the Czar of Mus- 
covy and the whole Holy Alliance as powerless as it is now power- 
ful. Cannot some friend to the liberty and happiness of mankind 
suggest to the Turkish Government the propriety of furnishing re- 
sources to the Republicans of the South of Europe, for the pur- 
pose of diverting and distracting the motions of the Holy Alliance 


of Christians? It is of the greatest import to both. 
R. CARLILE. 





TO THE PUBLIC, NOT TO PUBLIC ROBBERS, BUT TO 
THOSE WHO ARE CONTINUALLY ROBBED. 





On Friday, the 31st inst., a Public Meeting will be held in Back Mill 
Street, opposite No. 14, top of Great Ancoats Street, Manchester, for the 
purpose of taking into consideration the best means of raising speedy sub- 
scriptions for the most worthy and incarcerated Mr. R. Carlile, to enable 
him to pay two enormous Fines that the Eagles of Despotism hath unjustly 
saddled his back with for publishing the truth. 

‘The l'riends of Truth, (both Civil and Religious) of Manchester and its 
vicinity, are strenuously solicited to attend and to do their utmost endea- 
vour to redeem fron: Dorchester Bastile one of the most honest and most 
undaunted of men. None have combated Corruption to its teeth like 
him, nor have any like him gone to the root of Tyranny and Oppression ; 
none have erected such formidable batteries against the strong walls of 
Superstition, neithér hath any family like the family of Mr. Carlile been so 
unjustly dealt with. 

And, Fellow-Citizens, it is a duty that you owe to yourselves, to the’ 
rising generation, and to that Noble of Nature, to use every means in 
your power to redeem such ornaments of civil society from the infamous 
fangs of the lawless oppressor, and finally to attack the causes that have 
brought such lamentable effects upon a suffering country in all its various 
deformities. ' 

- The Meeting to Commence at Five o’Clock in the Evening. 
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CONTINUATION OF THE LONDON SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 
| MR. R. CARLILE AND FAMILY. 





\ ft. s. d. £. s. d. 
The Ropemakers of Shad- A Christian who abhors 
"well 012 4 Persecution—J. C. 0 2 6 
' Mr. Watts, Regent Street 0 4 10 Received at Water Lane. 
: W, Stote 0 1 O A‘few ‘Republicans and 
R. Humphrys 0 1 0 Freethinkers at Canter- 
The Holy Ghost 0 0 2 bury, 2d Subscription 110 0 
A few Friends to Free J. Parry : 0 0 6 
Discussion, from Great J.C. (Monthly) 0 2.0 
Surry Street 1 0 0. J. Greatrex, an Enemy 
R. Kenzie 0°0 8 to the Supporters of the 
| J. Parry 00 8 Manchester Massacre 0 O 6 
W. Cole 6° 0 8 Q. W. 0 5 O 
T. Stanley 0 0 8 A Coalheaver 0 0 1 
J.S. 0 0 8 W. J. for April 0 2 0 
T. Bowyer 0 0 8 Mr. Armstrong, by Mr. 
By the Sine 0 1 0 Griffin 2 0 0 
‘Phe Ropemakers of Shad- Second Subscription of a 
well 012 0 few Republican Me- 
‘ Mr. Watts and Friends 0 4 4 chanics 1 1°6 
W. H. a Republican, (2d W.#H. 0 0 6 
Subscription 0.2 6 Mr. Robinson and Friends 1 O O 
W. Stote i: 0 1 0 George Armstrong 0 1 6 
Re Humphrys 0.1 0 George Platt 0 1 6 
J. Kent =| Friends, Five _ William Barnsley 0 1 6 
a Weeks’ Subscription 0 7 11 William Thorne 0 1.46 
Destruction to the Black Thomas Chadwick 010 
Flies that eat up the ‘lwo Friends to. the Truth 
Tenth of the Farmer’s at. Waltham Cross 0 1 0 
Preduce—W. Ford 0 2.0 W.M. 0 5, 0 
A Poor Man, who saw a Iiammersmith Republican 0 2 0 
Poor Woman. have her From a few Friends at 
Breast cut off by a Yeo- Enfield 1,0 
manry Butcher on the F. Evans, 6th Subscription O- 1 0 
16th of August 0 0.6 Thomas Middleton, of 
C. Brown, of Bermondsey 0 1 0 Crayford, Kent, (3d 
W. Cole 0 0 6G payment) a Republican 
For Mr. Carlile, down the and Deist 0-2 6G 
Spout 0 1.0 





W. V. Holmes, J. Rhodes, and J. Barkley, gratefully acknowledge the 
receipt of 1s. each from “A Tradesman who sometimes hunts Vermin ;”’ 
and W. V. Holmes returns thanks to S. Waddington for the sum of 3s. 6d. 
and to Mr. Reilly for 1s. 6d. 


END OF VOL. V. 





Printed and Published by R. CARLILE, 55, Fleet Street. All Communications 
= paid) are requested to be sent to Dorchester Gaol, until a further Ad- 

ress to some House or Shop be given.—Orders, with remittances, or references 
for payment, will be punctually attended to. Conntry Agents “will find the 
most liberal Terms for prompt Payment. 

























